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Sanibel’s Shared Use Paths

The City of Sanibel has a 
long-standing and celebrated 

commitment to provide 
residents and visitors with a 

variety of safe and 
convenient transportation 

and recreation options. The 
City’s shared use path system 

is one of the most visible 
ways that this is 

accomplished. The City’s 
current path system extends 

over 26 miles and spans from 
Lighthouse Beach Park to the 

Blind Pass Bridge.
Source: santivachronicle.com



Existing Shared Use Path System



Purpose of the Master Plan Update

Establish a blueprint for the future of the 
Shared Use Path system



Shared Use Path Master Plan Update

• Current Plan Adopted in 2009.

• Update Master Plan to include:
• Improvements completed in the past 10 

years

• Obtain user feedback

• Options to improve access between 
people and places

• Improvements to enhance safety and 
uses of the Path



Updating the Master Plan

Existing
Conditions

Community
Engagement

Challenges

Design
Considerations

Opportunities

Master Plan Update Process



Existing Conditions



Existing Conditions



Existing Conditions



Community Engagement



Community Engagement

• Input sought throughout the Update process

• Strategies:
• City Council Updates

• Project Advisory Committee (PAC) 3 Meetings

• Pop-Up Community Events (Festivals, Markets, 
intercept surveys)

• 2 Open House Meetings (226 Attendees)

• Project Webpage Info/Comments

• Interactive Comment Map (161 Comments)

• Online Survey (2,745 Responses)



Community Engagement

• General Feedback:
• Paths are important to the quality of life on Sanibel.

• More paths are desirable.

• Widen the paths where possible.

• People like the recently improved path sections.

• Most of the current paths are too crowded.

• People do not alert/signal when passing.

• Bicyclists do not stop at intersections.

• Don’t allow motorized use on the paths.

• Separate bikes from walkers.



Challenges



Challenges

What We Heard:

Space Social Behavior Speed
• Paths are too narrow
• Paths are too crowded and 

congested
• New Path connections
• Separate bikers and walkers
• Environmentally sensitive 

land
• Limited right-of-way

• People don’t signal when 
passing

• Bicyclist don’t stop at 
intersections

• Motorists don’t stop at 
crossings

• People don’t stay on the 
correct side of the Path

• People stop in the middle of 
the Path

• Need to “better” educate 
Path users

• Need more enforcement

• Bicyclists traveling too fast 
on the Path

• E-bikes can go too fast for 
Sanibel’s Paths

• Separate bikers and walkers



Emerging Challenges

• User Behavior/Etiquette

• Increased Path Congestion

• Bicycle Parking

• Emerging Technologies
• Micromobility

• E-Bikes and E-Scooters

• Autonomous and Connected Vehicles
• How will the interact with the Path system?



Design Considerations



Shared Use Path Design Considerations



Opportunities



Shared Use Path Opportunities



Suggested Intersection Enhancements



Intersection Enhancement Example

Sanibel Captiva Road at Rabbit Road

CONCEPT



Suggested Path Extensions

 
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

  

    

 



Path Extension Example

West Side of Palm Ridge Road

CONCEPT



Other Suggested Enhancements



Other Enhancement Example

Library Way, Tarpon Bay Road to Palm Ridge Road

CONCEPT



Evaluating Process



Questions?
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